Leuprolide acetate as a salvage-therapy in relapsed epithelial ovarian cancer.
A large number of studies have been conducted in patients affected by epithelial ovarian cancer to assess the potential utility of a variety of different regimens in patients who have relapsed after primary surgery and adjuvant chemotherapy. In this open prospective study, 32 patients with ovarian cancer of epithelial histology who had relapsed after platinum-based line chemotherapy and had exhausted all standard treatments, received Leuprolide acetate depot 3.75 mg, intramuscularly once a month until tumor progression. Four patients (12.5%) had clinical and/or radiological partial response; remission was then maintained for a mean duration of 8.7 months (range 6-11 months) before new progression occurred. Five patients (15.6%) remained stable for a mean time of 5.2 months (range 4-6 months) and 23 patients (71.9%) continued to progress following therapy and have since died by tumor with a median survival of 3.6 months after initiation of the protocol. Treatment is well-tolerated and no toxicity has been noted. These data stress the significant activity of Leuprolide acetate as a salvage therapy in patients with relapsed advanced epithelial ovarian cancer after previous platinum-based chemotherapies.